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MATTER  CONCERNING  THB  MURDER  CASE  IK  HANKOW  OF  THE  THREE 
AFRICA.'  PRISONERS,  GF-  ’i-AR  . . 


military  Affairs  Section 


4  N^venPer  1945 


23  October  1945 

Urgent  Telegram 

To:  The  Vice  Minister 

From:  The  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Compandor  In  Chief  of  the  Expeditionary 
Force  In  China 

Sosan  2  Wire  No.  682 

For  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  murder  case  American 

OKABE  W  staff  Officer  MATSUURA  (witness),  and  FUKUMOTC,  M. * .  Colonel ,  have 

iu7!^S  VtVVtf^  ZfZXXSZ  »iU  ,e  reared).  In 
the  said  area,  the  surrender  has  not  yet  Been  committed.  Furthermore, 
^nrrnl  OKA1E  is  now  ill,  and  the  Area  Army  Headquarters  was  stationed  at 
Wo  at  ^o  tlme  and  ^ew  nothing  about  this  incident  until  September 
of  this  year  when  American  officers  made  inquiries.  iherefore,  eel 
P  i  okaLE  Is  arrested,  the  situation  is  such  that  there  are  no  investi¬ 

gation  materials  with  which  to  question  him.  Because  of  J^e®e 
fact,  which  have  boon  requested  In  a  prcelou.  wire,  the  Chief  of  Staff  for 
thf  Colder  In  Chief  today  nade  the  following  eamo.t  reque.te  to  the 

Ho  Ying-Chin  Headquarters: 

"Make  further  investigations  of  Major-Gene  ral  KABURAGI  • 
of  Staff  of  the  34th  Army  at  the  time,  and  of  1st  Lieutenant  IZUMI  and 
other  required  Army  Group  Headquarters  personnel.  If  as  a  result,  it  is 
found  nacossarv  to  arrest  the  Commander  of  the  6th  Area  Army  as  the  res- 
Sue  % -tv',  then  nrro.t  him  formally;  Or.  If  an  Immediate  que.tlenln* 
f.  aieoinfely  Mee.enry,  plee.e  hanilo  the  eltuatlen  amlcaUy.  so  a.  not 
to  hinder  the  execution  of  his  preaent  work. 
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i-iATTER  COKCEEliING  ThE  MURDER  CASE  IN  HASKOV  0?  THE  THREE 
_ _  AiiEPJCA.'  PRISOHERS  OF  liAfi  . . 


nilltary  Affaire  Section 


4  if •'v cm  c r  1945 


23  October  1945 


Urgent  Telegram 
To:  The  Vice  Minister 

Jrom:  The  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Comnndor  In  Chief  of  the  Expeditionary 
Force  In  Chine 

Sose.n  2  ’’Ire  ilo.  682 

?0r  the  purpose  of  Investigating  the  murder  case  of  three  American 
prisoners  of^who IZ  iLl^enoral 
OKABE  WaStSfeOfflcer  MATSUURA  (witness),  and  FUKUMOTC,  1-5.2.  Colonel,  have 

™norcfoXASEnu  lir".  Ci'lli  m  wish  hi.  orroot 

hie  recoven'.  (It  is  estimated  that  several  days  will  oc  required).  In 
the  said  area,  the  surrender  has  not  yet  been  completed.  Furthermore, 

,  ,  OKABE  is  now  111,  and  the  Area  Army  Headquarters  was  stationed  at 

K-H  ti 

XSi:  ssr^ 

SS-iirs  ss*  ^for 

Ho  Ying-Chin  Headqua.rters: 

••Make  further  Investigations  of  Major-General  KABURAGI  .the  Chief 
of  Staff  of  the  34th  Army  at  the  time,  and  of  1st  Lieutenant  IZUMI  and 
other  required  Armv  Croup  Headquarters  personnel.  If  as  a  result,  it  is 
f^unl  ScossS"  to  arrest  the  Commander  of  the  fith  Area  Army  as  the  res- 
»r.m“rtv',  then  rrro.t  him  fomally;  Or,  If  an  taedlete  que.tlonln, 
r.  aheolufel/necee.ery.  plea.e  henUr  the  .Huatlon  areloat-ly.  .e  a.  not 
to  hinder  the  execution  of  his  present  work. 
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Military  Affaire  DiBprtch  Mo- 

hatters  Concerning  the  Application  for  the  Postponement  of  General 
OKABE's  Arreet 

To:  The  Chairmen  rf  the  Tokyo  Liaison  Committee  of  hhn  Army  rnd  Navy 

Prom:  The  Director  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  of  the  "ar  Minietr^. 

2-1  October  1915 

1.  In  regard  to  the  ma.ttrr  montionod  in  the  title,  I  received  information 
from  the  Expeditionary  force  in  China  ae  indicated  in  the  seoorpto 
telegram.  Please  ascertain  whether  or  not  it  is  a  request  from  the 
Americans. 

2.  If  it  is  a  request  from  the  Americans,  explain  the  actual  situation  of 
the  place  to  the  Readquartors  of  the  Allied  Forces  and  reouest  the 
temporary  suspension  of  ”eneral  OKABE's  prrest,  or  at  least  the  post¬ 
ponement  of  his  arrest  until  he  recovers  from  his  illness. 

Moreover,  as  in  this  case,  when  work  is  being  carried  out  to  clear 
up  the  termination  of  the  war,  the  arrest  of  the  highest  responsible 
persons  in  various  areas  will  have  little  substantial  effect  on  the 
disposition  of  the  incident.  In  fact,  it  will  be  disadvantageous 
because  it  will  delay  the  business  of  terminating  the  war.  Therefore, 
together  with  the  aforementioned  circumstances,  make  a  request  for 
the  postponement  of  the  arrest  until  the  work  is  completed,  rnd  also 
request  then  to  contact  this  Ministry  beforehand. 


Hatters  Concerning  the  Investigation  of  the  American  PO\i  Case  in  Hankow 
To: the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Shikoku  Military  District 
From:  the  Vice-Minister 

Riku  7\x  Wire  No.  474  25  October  1945 

There  pro  investigation  items  concerning  the  American  POW  case  which 
occurred  at  the  end  of  1944  in  Hankow. 

•<e  want  liajor-General  KABURAGI  sent  up  to  Tokyo,  bringing  along  with 
him  data  of  the  time  (data  su  h  items  of  memory,  and  names  of  officers 

who  wero  connected  with  the  os  and  who  are  at  present  in  Japan  Proper). 
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.:attcrs  Concerning  Sosan  2  Niro  No-  682 


To:  The  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Expeditionary 

Force  in  China  • 

From:  The  Vice-Minister 

Riku  Fu  Wire  No.  476  25  October  1945 

In  regard  to  Sosan  2  Wire  No.  682,  we  must  investigate  the  situation 
of  that  time,  bv  promptly  assembling  the  responsible  parties  who  are  now 
residing  in  Japan  Proper.  Therefore,  we  wish  you  to  inmedia tely  inform 
us  the  names  of  officers  who  are  presumed  to  have  already  returned  home. 


Urgent  Teli  gram  2®  October  1545 

To:  The  Vice-Minister 

From:  The  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Expeditionary 
Force  in  Ohina 

Sosnn  2  Wire  No.  665 

fiileu  Fu  Wire  No.  476  Return. 

Major-General  KABURAGI ,  MAS AT AKA ,  (Chief  of  Staff  of  the  55th  Army) 
Ceptain  KCIKL ,  NAQTO  (T.N.  May  be  read  NAOHDO)  (Military  Affairs  Bureau) 

Although  the  following  two  officers  are  not  at  present  in  Japan^Proper, 
Please  consider  them  in  the  investigotion  of  responsible  parties.  Es¬ 
pecially  1st  Lieutenant  IZUMI  seems  to  be  the  most  responsive  person  in¬ 
volved  in  the  case.  Since  this  investigation  is  thought  to  olarify  the 
actual  condition  of  this  case,  we  submit  for  your  reference  the  names  of: 

Major  HINATA,  YUKIO  (Staff  Officer  of  the  34th  Army) 

1st  Lieutenant  IZUMI,  EIICHI  (Attached  to  Headquarters 

of  the  34th  nrmy) 


Military  Affairs  Dispatch  No.  750  27  October  1945 

Matters  Concerning  the  Staff  Officer  Acting  for  General  OKABE. 

From:  The  Director  of  Militai  Affairs  Bureau  of  the  :>r  Ministry 

To:  The  Chairman  of  the  Tokyo  Liaison  Committro  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 

In  regard  to  the  above-mentioned  Stpff  Officer,  the  Headquarters  of 
the  Allied  Forces  requested  that  the  name  of  the  said  person  be  reported 
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. ^.ttcre  Concerning  Sosan  2  Niro  No.  682 

To:  The  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Expeditionary 

Force  in  China  • 

From:  The  Vice-Minister 

Riku  Fu  Wire  No.  476  25  October  1945 

In  regard  to  Sosan  2  Wire  No.  682,  we  must  investigate  the  situation 
of  that  time,  bv  promptly  assembling  the  responsible  parties  who  are  now 
residing  in  Jaoan  Proper.  Therefore,  we  wish  you  to  immediately  inform 
us  the  names  of  officers  who  are  presumed  to  have  already  returned  home. 


Urgent  Tele  gram  2®  October  1S45 

To:  The  Vice-Minister 

From:  The  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Commpnder  in  Chief  of  the  Expeditionary 
Force  in  Ohina 

Sosan  2  Wire  No.  665 

fiiku  Fu  Wire  No.  476  Return. 

Major-General  KABURAGI ,  MASATAKA ,  (Chief  of  Staff  of  the  55th  Army) 
Captain  KOIKE,  NAOTO  (T.N.  way  be  read  NAONDC )  (Military  Affairs  Bureau) 

Although  the  following  two  officers  are  not  at  present  in  Japan^Proper-, 
ulease  consider  them  in  the  investigation  of  responsible  parties,  es¬ 
pecially  1st  Lieutenant  IZUMI  seems  to  be  the  most  rcsponsivle  person  in¬ 
volved  in  the  case.  Since  this  investigation  is  thought  to  clarify  the 
actual  condition  of  this  case,  we  submit  for  your  reference  the  names  of: 

Major  HINATA,  YUKIO  (Staff  Officer  of  the  34th  Army) 

1st  Lieutenant  IZUMI ,  KIICKI  (Attached  to  Headquarters 

of  the  34th  omy) 


Military  Affairs  Disnatch  No.  750  27  October  1945 

Matters  Concerning  the  Staff  Officer  Acting  for  General  OKABE. 

From:  The  Director  of  Milita.  Affairs  Bureau  of  the  ”pr  Ministry 

To:  The  Chairman  of  the  Tokyo  Liaison  Committco  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 

In  regard  to  the  above-mentioned  Staff  Officer,  the  Headquarters  of 
the  Allied  Forces  requested  that  the  name  of  the  said  person  be  reported 
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.mtters  Concerning  SoBan  2  Wi. ro  No.  682 

To:  The  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Expeditionary 

Force  in  China  • 

From:  The  Vice-Minister 

Riku  Fu  Wire  No.  476  25  October  1945 

In  regard  to  Sosan  2  Wire  No.  682,  we  must  investigate  the  situation 
of  that  time,  by  promptly  assembling  the  responsible  parties  who  are  now 
residing  in  Japan  Proper.  Therefore,  we  wish  you  to  immediately  inform 
us  tho  names  of  officers  who  rre  presumed  to  have  already  returned  home. 


Urgent  Teli  gram  2®  October  1S45 

To:  The  Vice-Ministor 

From:  Tho  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Expeditionary 
Force  in  Ghina 

Sosan  2  Wire  No.  665 

Riku  Fu  Wire  No.  476  Return. 

tie. j or- General  KA3URAGI ,  MASATAKA,  (Chief  of  Staff  of  tho  55th  Army) 
Captain  KOIKE,  NAOTO  (T.N.  May  be  read  NAOiTEO )  (Military  Affairs  Bureau) 

Although  the  following  two  officers  art  not  at  present  in  Japan  Proper-, 
please  consider  them  in  the  investigation  of  responsible  parties.  Es¬ 
pecially  1st  Lieutenant  IZUMI  seems  to  be  the  most  responsible  person  in¬ 
volved  in  the.  case.  Since  this  investigation  is  thought  to  clarify  the 
actual  condition  of  this  case,  we  submit  for  your  reference  the  names  of: 

Major  HINATA,  YUKIO  (Staff  Officer  of  the  34th  Army) 

1st  Lieutenant  IZUMI ,  KIICHI  (Attached  to  Headquarters 

of  the  34th  -vrmy) 


Military  Affairs  Dispatch  No.  750  27  October  1945 

Matters  Concerning  the  Staff  Officer  Acting  for  General  OKABE. 

From:  The  Director  of  Milita.  Affairs  Bureau  of  the  *'pr  Ministry 

To:  The  Chairman  of  the  Tokyo  Liaison  Committro  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 

In  regard  to  the  above-mentioned  Staff  Officer,  the  Headquarters  of 
the  Allied  Forces  requested  thpt  the  name  of  tho  said  person  be  reported 
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*:*.  thie  d-'to,  the  27VP  ■>  i  •  ,  .  *  r  ,c ;  ...  c  r  rer»ort  or.:  ->  u.idcx'f ”  ij 

•  o  submitted,  based  up  a.  :lw  ••  i*  o.»  ) 

1.  It  is  difficult  tr  npko  an  Invtib  ligation  Oecause  t,m>  34th  Army,  the  unit 
concerned  in  this  caBO,  was  transferred  to  the  eastern  part  of  Northern 
Korea.  Just  veforo  the  termination  of  the  war  rnd  is  now  in  the  occupation 
zone  of  Soviet  Russia. 

2.  Although  at  present  it  ia  difficult  to  find  a  staff  officer  who  knows 
the  detailed  circumstances  in  the  Expeditionary  force  in  Chine.  vecause 
of  the  ehovo  reason,  since  the  situation  is  such,  the  present  Staff 
Officer  of  General  OKAZE  shall  act  in  his  nlace.  The  name  of  the 
staff  will  he  reported  after  receiving  the  report  from  the  Sxnedit ionary 
force  in  China. 

3.  In  regard  to  the  present  residents  of  Japan  Proner  who  are  regarded  as 
being  concerned  with  the  34th  nrny  at  the  tine,  their  names  will  he  oromotl 
reported  after  the  investigation  is  completed. 


Urgent  Telegram  26  October  1945 

To :  The  adjutant 

from:  The  Chiof  of  Staff  of  the  Shikoku  Military  District 
Shi  Gun  Spn  Wire  No.  241 

Major-General  KABURAGI  is  oxoected  to  arrive  around  the  1st ,  after 
collecting  Investigation  data. 

Emergency  Telegram  28  October  1945 

To:  The  Vice-Minister 

from:  The  Chief  of  the  Commander  in  Chiof  of  the  Expeditionary 

forco  in  China 

So  San  1  Wire  Ho.  698 

Riku  fu  hire  No.  493  Return 

acting  Staff  -  6th  .^rea  "rm;  .iff  Officer  -  Lt.  Colonel  MATSUURA,  Sptoru. 

Thie  person  has  already  hern  taken  into  custody  hy  the  American  Military 
Police  on  22  October,  in  Hankow,  and  Bhould  now  ve  in  Shanghai. 
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Military  Affaire  Dispatch  iTo.  723  29  October  19' 

iiattere  Concerning  the  Nano  of  the  Acting  Staff  Officer  of  General  OKABE 

To!  The  Chairman  of  the  Tokyo  Liaison  Committee  of  the  Army  and  Jaw 

Jroms  The  Director  of  the  Military  Affaire  Bureau  of  the  "ar  Ministry. 

In  regard  to  the  case  mentioned  in  the  title,  which  was  previously 
reported  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Allied  Forces,  I  have  received  the 
following  report  from  the  Expeditionary  Force  in  China.  Therefore,  make 
a  report  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Allied  Forces: 

1.  Office,  Post  and  Name  -  Lt.  Colonel  MATSUURA,  Satoru,  Staff  Officer 

cf  the  6th  Area  Army. 

2.  This  steff  officer  has  already  been  teken  into  custody  by  American 
Military  Police  on  22  October,  in  Hankow,  end  should  now  be  in 
Shanghai. 


Urgent  Tologrom  1  Number  1945 

To»  The  Vice-Minister 

Froml  The  Chief  of  Staff  of  Shikoku  Military  District. 

Shi  Gun  San  Wire  No.  249 

Major-General  KABURAGI  and  one  other  officer  will  arrive  at  Tachikewa 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  2nd. 


MATTERS  CONCERNING  THE  ARREST  OF  RESPONSIBLE  PARTIES  IN 
THE  MASSACRE  OF  AMERICAN  AIRMEN  IN  HANKO'J 

'jLiNUirf  "LiWTh  M*RCK‘' 

(from  the  Mair.ichi  Shimbun,  4  November  1945) 

according  to  the  Chung  Yang  Sho  wiro,  dispatched  on  the  30th  from 
Chungking,  the  Allied  V.Tar  Crimes  Commission  has  arrested  one  staff  officer 
of  tho  Japanese  Army,  eight  Ja_  ose  M.P's  and  one  Japanese  civilian,  a 
total  of  ten  men.  They  are  be:.:.g  hold  as  tho  war  criminals  who  killed 
throe  airmen  of  the  U.S.Air  Fe.  ..  in  Hankow,  after  forcing  then  to  make 
a  "Death  March."  Furthermore,  General  OKABE,  Naosa^uro,  the  Commander  of 
the  Central  China  Area  Army  (the  6th  Area  Army)  is  already  being  questioned 
about  his  responsibility  in  the  case. 
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Mlitrry  Affaire  Dispatch  To.  723  29  October  1945 

iiettcre  Concerning  the  Namo  of  the  Acting  Staff  Officer  of  General  OKABE 

To:  The  Chairman  of  the  Tokyo  Lieison  Committee  of  the  Army  and.  Naw 

From:  The  Director  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  of  the  "ar  Ministry. 

In  regard  to  the  case  mentioned  in  the  title,  which  was  oreviously 
reported  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Allied  Forces,  I  have  received  the 
following  report  from  the  Expeditionary  Force  in  China.  Therefore,  make 
a  report  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Allied  Forces: 

1.  Offico,  Post  and  Name  -  Lt.  Colonel  MATSUURA,  Satoru,  Staff  Officer 

of  the  6th  Area  Army. 

2.  This  staff  officor  has  already  been  taken  into  custody  by  American 
Military  Police  on  22  October,  in  Hankow,  and  should  now  be  in 
Shanghai. 


Urgent  Tclogram  1  Number  1946 

To i  The  Vice-Minister 

From!  The  Chief  of  Staff  of  Shikoku  Military  District. 

Shi  Gun  San  Wire  No.  249 

Major-General  KABUR.-.GI  and  one  other  officer  will  arrive  at  Tachikewa 
in  tho  afternoon  of  the  2nd. 


MATTERS  CONCERNING  THE  ARREST  OF  RESPONSIBLE  PARTIES  IN 
THE  MASSACRE  OF  AMERICAN  AIRMEN  IN  HANKOW 

RAttLOtf  "LfcATh  M^RCh* 

(from  the  Mainlchi  Shinhun,  4  November  1945) 

According  to  the  Chung  Yang  Sho  wire,  dispatched  on  the  30th  from 
Chungking,  tho  Allied  V.’ar  Crimes  Commission  has  arrested  one  staff  officer 
of  tho  Japanese  Army,  oight  J^_  esc  M.P's  and  one  Japanese  civilian,  a 
total  of  ten  men.  They  are  bo:.:  .j  held  as  tho  war  criminals  who  killed 
three  airmen  of  the  U.S.Air  Fo  ..  in  Hankow,  after  forcing  them  to  make 
a  "Death  March."  Furthermore,  General  OKABE,  Naosa^uro,  the  Commander  of 
the  Central  China  Area  Army  (the  6th  Area  Army)  1b  already  being  questioned 
about  his  responsibility  in  the  case. 
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Military  Affaire  Dispatch  To.  723  29  October  194? 

iiettore  Concerning  the  Namo  of  the  Acting  Staff  Officer  of  General  OKABE 

To:  The  Chairaan  of  the  Tokyo  Liaieon  Committee  of  the  Army  end  New 

Prom:  The  Director  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  of  the  "ar  Ministry. 

In  regard  to  the  case  mentioned  in  the  title,  which  was  oreviously 
reported  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Allie-d  Forces,  I  have  received  the 
following  report  from  the  Expeditionary  Force  in  China.  Therefore,  make 
a  report  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Allied  Forcos: 

1.  Offico,  Post  and  Name  -  Lt.  Colonel  MATSUURA,  Satoru,  Stpff  Officer 

of  the  6th  Area  Army. 

3.  This  staff  officer  has  already  >cen  taken  into  custody  by  American 
Military  Police  on  22  October,  in  Hankow,  end  should  now  be  in 
Shanghai. 


Urgent  Telogram  1  Number  1945 

To:  The  Vice-MiniBter 

From!  The  Chief  of  Staff  of  Shikoku  Military  District. 

Shi  Gun  San  Wire  No.  249 

Major-General  KABURAGI  and  one  other  officer  will  arrive  at  Tachikewa 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  2nd. 


MATTERS  CONCERNING  THE  ARREST  OF  RESPONSIBLE  PARTIES  IN 
THE  MASSACRE  OF  AMERICAN  AIRMEN  IN  HANKOW 


WLOtf  "iJiATh 

(from  the  Mainichi  Shinhun,  4  Novem’cr  1945) 

According  to  the  Chung  Yang  Sho  wire,  dispatched  on  the  30th  from 
Chungking,  tho  Allied  War  Crimes  Commission  has  arrested  one  staff  officer 
of  tho  Jp.pa.nose  Amy,  oight  J^_  ose  M.P's  and  one  Japanese  civilian,  a 
total  of  ten  men.  They  are  be;.:.g  held  as  tho  war  criminals  who  killed 
throe  airmen  of  the  U.S.Air  Fp  ..  in  Hankow,  after  forcing  them  to  make 
a  "Death  March."  Furthermore,  General  OKABE,  Naosa^uro,  the  Commander  of 
the  Central  China  Area  Array  (the  6th  Area  Army)  is  already  being  questioned 
about  his  responsibility  in  tho  case. 
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For  the  support  of  the  U,  S.  Operation  of  approaching  the  continental 
shore,  the  U.  G.  Air  Fo roe  h0ga-. i  lr  l-.-i y  of  last  year  to  fiercely  attack 
Hankow,  the  strategic  coni: oo.ilal.  ralj.oad  cer.i.er.  As  a  result,  our  air 
force  strength  war  ccnsum;,!  and  viia  C'.*ne»e  public  began  to  lose  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  Japanese  Fur.o&..  Boeaute  of  uh:*.a  political  crisis,  the 
Central  China  ..ray  and  tin  /4’li  vary  P/iieo  planned  this  "Death  tier ch." 

Three  American  figh.  er  plan.  personnel  who  parachuted  to  earth  when  their 
plane  was  hit  during  r  j'  e.'  rjomhal ,  were  dragged  out  on  16  December  of 
If  st  year,  and  with  the'/  ha.ir.e  .io*.  behind  their  backs,  they  wero  forced 
to  march  around  the  nab;  u  of’  Hankow,  accompanied  V,y  bands,  and 

streamers  which  read  :  Han’t. v  Ho mbing  Doviis , ar  if  they  were  considered 
to  bo  the  ones  who  bombed  hn-Jco*.  I'll 2  Chinos?  people  formed  lines,  and 
committed  violence  ruth  ei  fcxapx'ng  kick.r.g  and  heaving,  until  they  were 
in  a  dying  condition.  Afcer  *h.s>  they  pour.. a.  gasoline  on  the  men  and 
burned  them  to  death. 

Two  da.ys  after  this  incident-,  for  about,  three  hours  commencing  at 
neon  of  the  18th,  Hankow  suffered  a  severe  ajr  raid  by  over  100  odd  fighter 
pianos  and  bombers  including  B-py'a.  Practically  the  whole  city  was  re¬ 
duced  to  ashes.  The  Chinese  people  who  were  fearfully  cliaken  by  this, 
continuously  evacuated  Wuhan  and  £>anchont  and  Hankow  became  uninhabited. 

In  other  words,  the  "Death  March11  had  an  opposite  effect* 


THE  ATROCITIES  AGAINST  At-ERICAN  FLiEPS  IN  H.XKQW 


4  November  1945 


i.rjo  r-Gc  nei  alICABURAG-1 


I.  Circumstances  of  the  incident. 

1.  Since  around  autumn  of  last  year,  tho  indiscriminate  shooting 
and  bonblng  of  the  city  of  Hankow  caused  considerable  dajaago  to 
tho  homes  of  the  citizens.  Net  only  that,  but  the  casualties 
inflicted  upon  the  people,  chiefly  upon  tho  Chinese  forces,  was 
great,  and  the  indignation  of  the  citizens  gradually  incieasod. 

2.  The  Hankow  Youth  Organization  (?)  forced  the  American  fliers  who 
participated  in  attacks  against  Hankow,  to  maroh  through  the  city, 
as  a  reprisal  for  the  above-mentioned  indiscriminate  bombing  and 
shooting*  Tho  citizens  carried  out  boatings  and  violence  against 
these  fliers. 

I  do  not  have  a  detailed  knowledge  of  the  methods,  means,  and 
degree  of  the  atrocity. 
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3.  Before  tho  above-mentioned  lncidert  was  carried  out,  application 
for  permission  to  do  bo  was  made  to  tho  34th  Amy  Headquarters 
Try  the  Hankow  Youth  Organization^?).  However,  the  Comma  idcr  of 
the  Army  (Lieutenant-General  SANC)  would  not  give  permission  at 
first,  because  tho  ill  treatment  of  prisonere  of  war  is  not  only 
a  violation  of  International  Law,  hut  would  also  have  a  bad  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  treatment  of  Japanese  nationals  interned  in 
the  United  States.  However,  tho  Youth  Organization  reoeatedly 
roquested  the  permission  for  carrying  it  out,  saying  that  tho* 
plan  was  a  reprisal  for  the  indiscrinino te  shooting  and  ^ombings 
and  that  it  would  he  carried  out  under  tho  rospo risibility  of 

tho  Chinese  people  and  that  they  will  absolutely  refrain  from 
troubling  the  Japanese  Forces.  Consequently,  the  loermlssion  for 
the  aforementioned  was  granted. 

4.  Tho  Headquarters  of  the  6th  oray  was  at  tho  time  of  thiB  case 
stationed  at  Nanyo.  They  wore  in  comma rd  of  the  operation  in 
tho  Southern  Area,  and  not  only  did  they  have  no  information 
about  this  case,  but  they  were  also  in  no  condition  to  actually 
direct  this  incident. 

6.  In  regard  to  the  detailed  circumstances,  aside  from  the  afore¬ 
mentioned,  these  are  not  clear  because  the  Headquarters  of  tho 
34th  Army  has  been  transferred  to  Kankou  in  Northern  Korea. 
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-r  y  1  December  1945 
to - 

The  Investigation  Report  of  the  Central  Investigation  Committee  of  POVTa. 

by  PO’n  Inrestigation  Division 


Part  1. 


Part  2. 
Pr rt  o. 
Part  4. 

Part  5. 

Par  t  6 . 

Pi  rt  7. 
-art  8. 
Pf  rt  9. 
Part  1C. 
Part  11. 
P t rt  12. 
Part  1'  . 

-'art  14. 
Part  15. 
Yart  16. 

Pr rt  1?. 


I  V  BEX 

Pane  rt  concerning  treatment  of  Amorican  and  Philippine  after 
Bataan  Q-jt ii  ion  finished. 

Report  CwLcerning  treatment  of  American  POWe  in  Philippine. 

Invest igaticr.  report  of  mistreatment  of  FOWb  in  Philippine. 

Inro«‘.  .'gallon  repoit  of  the  men  who  were  related  with  the  case 
which  o centred  in  Palawan  Island. 

Investigation  report  of  recapitation  of  the  American  fliers  in 
Aitr.pe,  .low  Guinea  Island. 

Heport  of  protest  from  the  American  ^over rment  concerning  the 
treatment  of  American  fliers  in  ‘.Tew  Guinea  and  Aitaoe,  ITaw 
Guinea  Island. 

"erne  list  of  Japanese  Army  personnel  in  the  Central  chine  theater. 
Investigation  Report  of  the  .Malayan  Massacre.  (Singppore) 
Investigation  report  of  PCWs  in  Burma. 

Investigation  report  of  mistreatment  of  PCWs  in  Rangoon. 

Investigation  report  of  mistreatment  of  PC We  in  Burma. 

F.eocrt  of  three  American  fliers  murdered  in  Hankow,  China. 

Report  of  condition  of  PCWs  who  worn  transported  to  Brazil-man 
frem  Philippine  Island.  (Jap.  transport). 

The  materials  concerning  disaster  of  Rskuyo-maru.  (Jao. transport) 

The  materials  concerning  disaster  of  hisbon-maru.  (Jap. transport) 

Case  concerning  the  crimes  of  stealing,  rape,  etc.  whieh  were 
disposed  by  the  Court-Martial  d-iring  the  :ar  Eastern  "er. 

Investigation  P.ruort  of  treatment  of  POWs  in  PCWs  camp  in 
Mainland. 
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■irovi  1  December  1.945 

to - 

The  Investigation  report  of  the  Central  Investigation  Committee  of  POWs. 

by  P0V  Inrestigation  Division 

Iir  2  E  X 

Part  1.  Report  cono^inlog  treatment  of  American  and  Philippine  after 
Bataan  0-owi.vilon  finished. 

Part  2.  report  concerning  treatment  of  American  POWs  in  Philinnine. 

Part  o.  Invcstigaticr.  raeort  of  mistreatment  of  POWs  in  Philippine. 

Part  4.  Inren!  jg.'.i<lon  repoit  of  the  men  who  were  related  with  the  ca.se 
which  occuired  in  Palawan  Island. 

Part  5.  Investigation  report  of  decapitation  of  the  American  fliers  in 
Aitcpe,  ;Iew  Guinea  Island. 

Part  6.  Report  of  protest  from  the  American  Government  concerning  the 
treatment  of  American  fliers  in  '.Tew  Guinea  and  Aita.oe,  New 
Guinea  Island. 

Part  7.  Name  list  of  Jnopnose  Arm.11'  neroonnel  in  the  Central  China  theater. 

--art  8.  Investigation  Report  of  the  Malayan  Massacre.  (Singapore) 

Pf  rt  9.  Investigation  report  of  PCWs  in  Burma. 

Part  10.  Investigation  report  of  mistreatment  of  POWs  in  Rangoon. 

Part  11.  Investigation  report  of  mistreatment  of  PCWs  in  Burma. 

Prrt  12.  Resort  of  three  American  fliers  murdered  in  Hankow,  China. 

Part  1.’  .  Report  of  condition  of  POWs  who  wore  transported  to  Brazil-mem 
frem  Philippine  Island.  (Jap.  transport). 

-•■art  14.  The  materials  concerning  disaster  of  Rakuyo-maru.  (Jan. transport) 

Part  15.  Oho  materials  conceiving  disaster  of  Lis'oon-aaru.  (Jap. transport) 

Vart  IS.  Case  concerning  the  crimes  of  stealing,  rape,  etc.  whieh  were 
disposed  by  the  Court-Martial  diring  the  Par  Eastern  "ar. 

Prrt  17.  Investigation  Report  of  treatment  of  POWs  in  PCWs  camo  in 
Mainland. 

J 
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Part  18.  Investigation  report  of  PCV.'s  in  Burma  theater. 

Part  19.  The  materials  of  3razil-mr.ru.  (Jep.  tranoport) 

Part  20.  The  materials  of  treatment  of  P0’'.’s  wore  transported  bv  Japanese 
ships  which  verc  stride  in  -'hllippine  o  r  area. 

.  art  1.  Investigation  report  of  treatment  of  American  ?0’"s  in  Philippine 

I  eland . 

art  2-\  Invrs rfga .  ioi  report  ‘ioncerning  the  use  of  PO’.’e  on  the  con- 
ctn.’ctloc  of  the  railroad  Between  Burma  and  Thailand. 

P-  rt  23.  Invest igition  report  concerning  the  treatment  of  Allicd  fliers 
in  the  eastern  diaudict  of  Japan. 

Pirt  24.  In/  ac..ga';ion  repo/t  concerning  the  treatment  of  Allied  fliers 
in  the  central  district.  (Pert  One) 

Part  25.  Investigation  report  concerning  the  treatment  of  Allied  fliors 
in  the  western  district  of  Japan. 

iJ£  rt  26.  The  second  investigation  renort  concerning  the  treatment  of 
POV/o  in  mainla  id. 

Pert  27.  Investigation  report  concerning  the  treatment  of  Allied  fliers 
in  the  central  district  of  Janan.  (Part  Two) 

c3E£I£:ca:i 

I  hereby  certify  th? t  the  above  investigation  documents  (in 
Japanese  language)  consisting  of  twenty-seven  parts,  were  removed  from 
the  files  of  the  first  Demobilization  Bureau,  Tokyo,  on  9  September  1946 
and  olaced  in  m,v  hands  pursuant  to  demand  AG  300.6  dated  9  September  1°46. 
Thereafter  on  17  September  1946  th*  above  described  docume  its  were  placed 
with  the*  International  Prosecution  Section  fer  translation. 


_ /e /  Richard  S.  P.udislll 

Lt.  Col.  3f4C 

Chief,  Investigation  Division 
Legal  Section,  SCAP 
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